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The Congregation of the Mis- 
sionary Sisters of Our Lady of Af- 
rica, more generally known as The 
White Sisters, was founded in 1869 
by Cardinal Lavigerie to second 
the work of the White Fathers in 
bringing Christ to Africa and Af- 
rica to Christ. The Sisters’ earlier 
work was limited to North Africa, 
where the population is largely 
Moslem; there, the Sisters preach 
Christ by example more than by 
word. ‘Their work tends towards 
the social, moral and spiritual up- 
lifting of the Mohammedan wom- 
en. 

Since 1894, however, the Sisters 
have ben going in ever-increasing 
numbers to the more distant mis- 
sions in Uganda, Kenya, Tangan- 
yika, Nyasaland, Rhodesia, Bel- 
gian Congo, Urundi, Rwanda, 
French West Africa and the Gold 
Coast. The Africanas in these re- 
gions are calling out for educa- 
tion, Christian education, so as to 
be able little by little to look after 
themselves. Schools of every kind, 
training centers for African teach- 
ers, training schools for nurses, 
have been and are being estab- 
lished, while every post has its dis- 
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pensary or hospital, and sometimes 
maternity home or leprosarium as 
well. 

The Church the missionaries 
build must become independent of 
them, otherwise the Church in Af- 
rica would be a kind of colony of 
the Catholic Church rather than 
part of it. Towards.this true Af- 
rican Catholicity the White Sisters 
have played a major part by their 
training of African religious. Six- 
teen novitiates have already been 
opened by them, and the Professed 
Sisters trained now number almost 
thirteen hundred. They are estab- 
lished in mission stations to Chris- 
tianize their own people. 

While there are postulates, no- 
Vitiates, sanatoriums, procures, 
and study centers in Europe and 
America, the White Sisters’ activ- 
ity is wholly given to Africa. The 
glory of God is their only objec- 
tive, and this is attained by the 
holiness of each and her devoted- 
ness to Africa. Forgetfulness of 
self, a great love for God and for 
souls, the whole-hearted obedience 
are the characteristics of the true 
White Sister. 
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During this trip that 1 am mak- 
ing around America, I am seeing 
many interesting things. The 
American Catholic girl especially 
is a revelation to me. She has no 
inhibitions, she is frank and out- 
right, cheery and active. She has 
character. And it strikes me that 
her faith is a real driving force for 
her. Add to this her generosity, 
and you have a most interesting 
personage. 

There are unlimited possibilities 
for girls of this kind. The Church 
is making the most of its oppor- 
tunities, and I have seen how re- 
ligious communities are flourish- 
ing, as well as sodalities, study 
circles and all sorts of associations. 
But it seems to me that mission- 
aries have not realized sufficiently 
what a mine of vocations there 
would be for them among the girls 
of this country. These girls 


A Missionary Vocation 
For the American Girl 


Bishop Siedle was born in 
Wales and entered the Society 
of the White Fathers in 1930. 
After his ordination, His Excel- 
lency was appointed to the Tan- 
ganyika Mission. In 1946 he 
was consecrated Bishop of Ka+ 
rema.. Bishop Siedle is now 
touring the United States and 
Canada in search of funds to 
build a hospital in Karema. In 
this article, His Exeellency 

- gives. his impression of the 


By Bisnop J. Hotmes-Siepte, W.F., Bishop of Karema, Tanganyika 


would make first-class missionary 
nuns, and I personally would like 
to have any number of American 
nuns working in my mission. 

When I speak about the mission- 
ary vocation to American girls, I 
never soft-pedal the hardships of 
it. I tell them that the life of a 
missionary is a tough one, with 
few of the luxuries which they 
consider as ordinary here in Amer- 
ica. This does not seem to dis- 
courage them in the least; on the 
contrary, youth is generous, and 
the American girl, when she de- 
cides to give herself to God, goes 
the whole road. I always add that 
the missionary life, although tough, 
is a very satisfying one and that, 
if I had to live my own life over 
again, I would most certainly be- 
come a missionary. 

So, girls, think it over. We need 
you in Africa. If God calls you, 
do not refuse Him. 
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Bells of Carthage 


It has been said that Carthage 
is risen—and so it is. Outlined 
against the blue sky, on top of the 
hill can be seen the Metropolitan 
Church of Africa, the Basilica of 
St. Louis, then the Scholasticate of 
the White Fathers, the Carmelite 
Monastery, Lavigerie House—seat 
of the apostolic labors of the White 
Sisters, and still further on the cliff 
the Convents of St. Monica and St. 
Joseph, while gay villas hang on 
the slope even down to the shore of 
the Mediterranean,—all this new 
life on the ruins of old Carthage 
truly indicates a resurrection. Out 
of this unforgettable picture one in- 
cident remains clearly in my mind. 
Perhaps others were hardly aware 
of it, yet it impressed me deeply. 


Being a newcomer at the Lavig- 
erie house I was allowed to jcin in 
making the customary calls to the 
Arabs in their homes. 


It is two-thirty, in an hour it will 
not be as hot. But here we are on 
our way, with hats on our heads, 
sturdy shoes on our feet, and a 
stick in our hand; for the sun is 
hot, the way is stony, and the dogs 
are not always in the best of hu- 
mor. While walking along, our 
conversation is no more than a les- 
son in Arabic. My companion is 
very much at ease with the diffi- 
cult sounds of the language, but 
Pal me to pronounce them is ardu- 
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ous labor. My “r’s” are short and 
indistinct, one should roll them, 
and the gutteral sounds stick in 
my throat. In other words, cor- 
rectly speaking this language of the 
Arabs is hard work for me. 

Suddenly the bells of the Basil- 
ica begin to toll. Slowly and se- 
dately they ring out to the blue sky 
their solemn death knell. 


“I wonder who has died,” I said. 

“No one,” my companion an- 
swered. “Here by the order of 
Cardinal Lavigerie every Friday 
at three o'clock, they sound the 
knell in memory of the death of 
Our Lord,” and on making the sign 
of the cross she grew silent in 
prayer. 

I followed her example in pro- 
found emotion. The road, the 
stones, the sun, the different Ara- 
bic language, they all vanished. 
Struck by the thought of Calvary 
I could only see Our Redeemer 
hanging on the cross to save man- 
kind. 

In this “mankind” were included 
my patients at the dispensary, the 
afflicted, and the poor we were 
visiting. No, Carthage is not as 


yet entirely risen. 

Seeing it in the light of Good 
Friday, 1 understand the life of a 
missionary better. I could see that 
the fruit of our labors depends di- 
rectly upon the Great Missionary, 
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the only true Savior of Souls. In- 
stinctively, the prayer we say ev- 
ery morning came to my lips. 

“Q God, Who wouldst have all 
men to be saved and to come to the 
knowledge of Thy truth: send, we 
beseech Thee, laborers into Thy 
harvest...” 


This bell that rings out every 
Friday has become very dear to 
me, and reminds me that one is a 
missionary only in the degree that 
one is united to the life and sacri- 
fice of Our Redeemer. 


We tell the children that the bells 
are the voice of God. This is not 
just an expression for they often 
say the things that raise the heart 
and soul to God. 


Coming from the Basilica where 
the Body of Cardinal Lavigerie 
lies, these bells rung by his orders, 
are a solemn voice from another 
world which recalls the great mys- 
tery of the Redemption and the 
necessity for everyone to respond 
and to cooperate with the graces 
that were obtained for us there. 


On the \1th of February another investiture 
ceremony took place at the White Sisters’ No- 


vitiate. 


Six generous girls were invested with 
the snow-white garb and veil of the Missionary 


, SS Sisters of our Lady of Africa. 
Se A more important step was taken by Sr. Bar- 
\ bara-Marie, the former Arleen Dettlaff of Mil- 
v - waukee, Wis., «ho pronounced her first vows 
+ on the same day. Sister sailed for Africa in the 
: beginning of March. 
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No doubt, you have never heard 
of this place named Koupela. It is 
a large village situated in a remote 
corner of the Ivory Coast. It 
would probably pass unnoticed, in 
its resemblance to so many others, 
if its chief, a fervent and zealous 
Catholic, did not make of it an out- 
standing field of apostolate among 
the Mossi tribe. 

Spiritual life here is intense, al- 
though the fruit of this hidden and 
deep activity is not always evident 
in the every day life of the people. 
One feels the trend pulling as a 
strong current to draw all into the 
fulness of the teachings of Christ. 

Our community consists of five 
Sisters from different countries, of 
different ages and conditions but 
whom the love of god has made 
one in a common purpose; working 
under the direction and in cooper- 
ation with three White Fathers. 


Visiting a former pupil 


LIFE AT KOUPELA 


The youngest in the group is not 
yet thirty, while the oldest, if she 
were not so humble, could boast of 
the twenty-five years she has al- 
ready spent in the Sudan. But 
she is much too busy with the 250 
girls placed under her care, even 
to think about it. Sister has the 
enormous task of bringing order 
and discipline into their unruly 
lives, but more especially to teach 
them the love of God. Two Afri- 
can Sisters who know the work- 
ings of the young native mind, 
lend her valuable assistance. 

At the age of thirteen, the girls 
having become adolescent, return 
to their homes to assist their 
mothers with the household tasks. 
They carry water from some near- 
by stream, gather firewood to do 
the family cooking, prepare the ba- 
nanas for a native beer and grind 
the millet which is their daily food. 
Sister makes it a point 
to visit her former 
charges many a time 
during the year to serve 
and counsel them in 
their doubts and to see 
the results of the lessons 
learned in school. Nor 
does the Sister neglect 
them even after they 
are married and have 
their own homes. She 
feels a responsibility 
towards them and con- 
tinues her interest in 
their welfare. It is a 
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The outstanding pupils receive a more detailed education 


pleasure for hef to visit the young 
couples on Sundays and promote 
a happy Christian spirit among 
them. Her ideal is to make of 
them good Christians, excellent 
wives and mothers. 


However, the outstanding pupils 
receive a more detailed education 
and from this group come religious 
vocations and the wives of the 
more advanced young men. They 
study under the patronage of Our 
Lady of Joy. Enthusiasm and 
good will reign among them and it 
is encouraged in the right direction 
by a young Sister who believes 
nothing worthwhile or lasting is 
done unless it be accomplished joy- 
fully. 

All the attention which the girls 
are given at the Mission is in no 
wise detrimental to that which the 


boys receive. They take the full 
time of another Sister and that of 
a number of African teachers who 
work under her direction. The 
goal at which they aim is high... 
to mould the children according to 
Christian principles, to saturate 
their souls with a deep and prac- 
tical piety, encourage vocations to 
the priesthood, reform the weak 
and the bad points of their char- 
acter while developing those which 
will make of them the leaders of to- 
morrow. All this is done without 
neglecting a good and solid educa- 
tion upon which their future de- 
pends. It is interesting work and 
well worth the sacrifices it requires. 
* * * * * 

Work is equally superabundant 
at the dispensary; so that, the Sis- 
ter in charge finds little time for 
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idleness. Her generosity in leav- 
ing all for Christ’s sake already 
finds its reward in the sweet con- 
solation of baptizing a dying in- 
fant, in the gratitude she reads in 
the sad, trusting eyes of a purulent 
victim of leprosy and in the many 
others who come with the greatest 
confidence that she will cure them 
of all their ills. They number 
about 200 every morning, ranging 
from the terrible diseases of the 
tropics to those who take up her 
time with mere nothings. How- 
ever, she receives all of them with 
equal patience and kindness, know- 
ing it is a means to reach their 
hearts and open their eyes to the 
charity which is Christ’s. 


The sick who are unable to re- 
turn home or who need a special 
care are hospitalized. All that is 


in the power of the Sister is done 
to return them to good health. 
When this is not possible, she is 
equally at their service to help 
them to die well in God’s grace. 

There is also the maternity hos- 
pital and baby welfare center 
where the mothers and babies re- 
ceive the best of care. 

Is it not the role of the Sister 
to be what Francis Jammes wrote 
of her: Living water of salvation 
to those whom she baptizes ... a 
fountain that overflows to allay the 
thirst of those burning with fever 

. a mother to those who have 
no mother, a daughter to those 
who have no children.” 

And so our days at Koupela 
pass, full days which begin with 
meditation while it is still dark 
and before the familiar sounds or 


African Priest gives first blessing to his parents 


ice re ee ise Mee eae +: Rte eee 
‘ ees SHURE 35 erate SS ey I se ae A ct a ag c 
_ te 
7 
| 
i 
. = s 
; 4 j : 
} ¢ oh 3! ~. “x, <> “ee 
2 de - a. | 
? s a | J 
. : - 
. ‘ : ‘< : 
| iw 7? 
&: , : 
" 5 a rit eae 
, : 
ey ue 
ee Fi ee 2 ; 
>. A , e a *£ ae 7 , 
oo i J& ss é*. Ly a 
‘ . ~ / H 
7 
Le ¥ M4 " aX 
a 5 ‘to \e ; j ; ‘ 
6) > Sere! : 
aoe ‘ >. x, 4 — Ay” , 7 4 
BD xs R 3 -_ Be 
’ io — 
, ™ . g be ot - ww ; a 
.. =n : c—  n g 
ig ? Fn ee ye lal 4 a =. ; - 
a —\ oe gs | = oan) 
i 4 J . ; a 2 ae. pene ! yy P 
c a ete oe nk aa ‘3 : aa ia : : 
0" a : a iy are isk 2 Mago By” ae " E 1 
‘ee Be ig a ee ee : ¥ 
he : Pe - fp : we F Co : ee. ae 4 , Co aie ie Toe ee ry i 
iia ee ee Gi ig =) Up gene eae oe Sma - | 
‘se ; Bie. = ~ @ ce e Ne wa ea “ 4 ye ie Fe gen ae $ 
a: pen a ee & Ee eae hl ft [a 
i ; i ‘ 7) a am iba Of ts si eae cS oun ‘ i 
ve — : Bree ay ad . oa en ; 
i if 2 _ies ee ae: ce : 3. 
i” ee ae Ce i ene 
! es a sg oa ee cae oe - i. eo 
nee sae ae iene i i a ‘tn foes b “aaa Coo i ere. na a oa 


Outdoor 
Mass 
ina 
distant 
village 


/ 


% 5a : - wot PI 


Pat eee el 


the tyranny of the day’s occupa- 
tions have thrust themselves upon 
us to break the peace of silence... 
a silence which is only accentuated 
by silent, meditative prayer with- 
out which the works of the apos- 
tolate are futile. In the evening 
we gather together again at the 
feet of the Master in our humble 
little chapel of clay at Koupela, 
where He deigns to dwell among us 
to strengthen and guide us along 
the way. 

This is the gentle, peaceful 
rhythm of all the hours of every- 
day, but which is without mo- 
notony for the variety of our oc- 
cupations. 

There are the classes to be held 
for the two or three hundred who 
study and enter the church every 
year. 

Every Thursday and Sunday 
there are additional classes held 
far out in the bush. As we 
leave on bicycle, it is good to feel 
the cool air of morning against 
one’s face and the pedal beneath 
one’s feet; but it is better still to 
watch the eager response of both 
the old and young to the words we 
tell them of God’s love and forgive- 
ness. 


There are the meetings with the 
heads of lay groups for even way 
out here in the bush, the directives 
of the Holy Father on Catholic Ac- 
tion are being put into practice, 
that is—to reach the people by the 
people themselves. 

Nor can we overlook the thou- 
sand and one secrets we areentrust- 
ed with, the advice and admonitions 
that are to be given, the encour- 
aging words that should be spoken 
—and all of them at every hour of 
the day. It is the work of our vo- 
cation and clothed with Divine Au- 
thority Who is there beside us at 
every moment to enlighten, 
strengthen, and guide us in all 
that is good. 

* 7. 7 * * 

This is the work of the White 
Sister on the mission field, a hum- 
ble task and obscure, but at the 
same time so noble and sublime 
that she often repeats the words of 
her Founder: “I will never cease 


to wonder that God should have 
chosen me, in spite of all my weak- 
ness and failings, to accomplish a 
work so magnificent and difficult 
as that of the apostolate...” (Car- 
dinal Lavigerie). 

Sr. Joun CHrysostom 
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En Route for Africa ~~? 


Four young Sisters set out on the greatest 
adventure ever known: the salvation of souls. 


We bade the United States fare- 
well when we boarded “La LIB- 
ERTE” at New York Harbor. 
America, in turn, told us goodbye 
with a scatter of snow flakes as the 
boat was preparing to leave the 
docks. We were actually bound 
for Africa! How thrilled we were 
at the thought. Our two years of 
training were over and now we 
were on our way to the land for 
which we had given our all. We 
stood at the deck rail, and waved 
to the Sisters we were leaving be- 
hind—and we could sense that 
their hearts too were going to 
Africa. 

It was a moment of high excite- 
ment when the last of the moorings 
was set free, and we began to 
move, slowly at first, out of New 
York Harbor. Now we were on 
our way! There we were, we four 
young Sisters, crossing the gray 
Atlantic, it being for us the begin- 
ning of our Missionary careers. We 
thought of St. Francis Xavier and 
his countless voyages across the 
tossing oceans, and we remembered 
that he had no such fine liner as 
ours in which to make the jour- 
neys. The little wooden sailing ves- 
sels of his day could certainly not 
be compared to the 52,000 ton 
steamer in which we were now trav- 
eling. We prayed to him, the pa- 
tron of all Missionaries, to give us 
hearts like his—burning with the 
undying flame of love for God and 
of zeal for the souls of men. We 
asked him to obtain for us some- 
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thing of his courage and complete 
self-forgetfulness, so that we would 
do with all our strength the work 
for which God had chosen us. 

It took a little time for us to be- 
come accustomed to the swaying, 
and the vibrations of the mighty 
engines, but after the first day we 
were good sailors and paid hardly 
any attention to them at all. We 
were to be about eight days on the 
ocean before reaching Le Havre, so 
we prepared ourselves for a week 
of life on the high seas. 

We went on deck to say our 
Rosary. The sea presented a won- 
drous sight—one great wave roll- 
ing over the other, and breaking in 
a filmy white mist, and we prayed 
to Our Lady, Star of the Sea, She 
who is “purer than foam upon the 
ocean tossed”—the Lady and 
Queen of Africa 

There were not many passengers 
on this voyage—only four hundred, 
while the capacity of the steamer 
is over a thousand. We were very 
fortunate to have a priest on board 
—a Belgian Father who spoke 
English as well as French. Every 
morning at eight o'clock, we went 
up to the Chapel in First Class 
to hear Mass and receive Our Lord 
in Holy Communion. After Mass, 
we usually went on deck to make 
our Thanksgiving, and then down 
to the dining room for breakfast. 
The employees of the boat were 
most kind and thoughtful and we 
had more than one opportunity of 
trying out our French. One of the 
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stewards was so kind as to get each 
of us a pass to admit us to Second 
Class where there is a library—a 
big well-lighted room with plenty 
of desks and very quiet where we 
did most of our writing. We were 
very grateful for this favor, as we 
had not many facilities for writing 
in Tourist Class. 

After a few days of sailing, we 
began to look forward to the time 
when we would reach Le Havre 
and take the train for Paris, where 
some of our Sisters would meet us. 
A few more days passed; and then, 
early in the afternoon, we caught 
our first glimpse of the shoreline of 
France rising high out of the ocean. 

As we entered the harbor the 
city looked charming but from the 
sight of so many bicycles alone, we 
knew that we were no longer in 
America. Before disembarking, 
we had to have our passports 
checked. When this was finally 
completed, down the gangplank we 
went; and there we were—in 
France! There was a special train 
waiting, not far off, to take us to 
Paris. 

In a little while we were rattling 
over the green landscape of France. 
It began to get dark when the train 
stopped at Rouen. We remem- 
bered that it was here that St. Joan 
of Arc was burned at the stake. It 
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looked as if the city was glowing 
with a thousand lightening bugs; 
but it was just the little street 
lights, each making an individual 
glow in the dark. The River Loire 
shimmered in their light, the same 
river where St. Joan’s miraculous- 
ly unburnt heart and her ashes 
were thrown after her execution. 

The train rumbled on and it was 
eight-thirty when we arrived at 
Paris. The station was crowded 
and we were most happy to see our 
Sisters waiting for us. It was not 
long before we were at our convent 
and being given a hearty welcome. 

While in Paris we had an oppor- 
tunity to visit some of the out- 
standing shrines of the city and we 
shall never forget what we saw. 
The church of the Sacred Heart of 
Montmartre was our first place of 
pilgrimage. We never saw a church 
so huge. It is situated high on a 
hill which bears the name Mont- 
martyr; because, according to tra- 
dition. Christians were martyred 
here by the Romans during the 
days of the early persecutions. 

It was in this shrine that St. 
Theresa of the Child Jesus conse- 
crated herself to the Sacred Heart 
upon her return from a pilgrimage 
to Rome before she entered Car- 
mel. We saw the actual spot 
where she knelt with her father 


The radiant smile of the departing mis- 
sionary is a mystery for many, but the secret 
of it lies in the joy which springs from the 
total gift of self to God and souls. 
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and Celine, her sister. One of our 
Sisters remarked that St. Theresa 
must have stood in the very place 
where a gigantic marble statue of 
her now stands, little dreaming 
then that in less than fifty years 
her image would be there and that 
she would be invoked by all the 
world as one of the greatest saints 
of modern times. 


The huge dome of the Basilica 
and all the walls are completely 
covered with magnificent mosaics, 
the background of which is com- 
posed of tiny gold stones, which 
shine wonderfully in the candle- 
light. Even the Stations of the 
Cross are done in exquisite mo- 
saics. The Blessed Sacrament has 
been perpetually exposed here 
since 1885. 

In the afternoon we went to visit 
the Chapel of the Motherhouse of 
the Sisters of Charity, where Our 
Lady appeared to St. Catherine 
Labouré. We arrived just in time 
for Vespers, followed by Benedic- 
tion. The singing of the Sisters’ 
choir was superb, we almost felt 
ourselves to be in Heaven. After 
the services, we were allowed to 
venerate the very chair in which 
our Lady sat during one of her 
apparitions. Words cannot express 
what we felt. We begged our 
Lady, in this place made holy by 
her prescence, to shower her bless- 
ings on our families, friends and 
benefactors, as well as on our Sis- 
ters and the Africans for whom we 
were to work. 

We next turned our footsteps 
toward Notre-Dame de Paris, one 
of the most famous churches of the 
world. As we walked through the 
vast aisle we could not help think- 
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ing of all the people who had trod 
these same marble floors—Queens 
—Mary Queen of Scots was mar- 
ried here—Emperors — Napoleon 
was crowned here—but also the 
poor, the common people, who 
have entered these portals down 
through the ages with one common 
aim: to worship their God, the 
Father of all, and to pay homage 
to His Immaculate Mother, Mary. 
Our visit to Notre-Dame gave 
us a greater appreciation of the 
timelessness of our Religion, and it 
gave us a greater determination to 
save as many souls as possible, no 
matter what the cost. Our Lady 
of Africa and Notre Dame de 
Paris are the same; for no matter 
what title she bears, Mary is the 
Mother of all men. We asked her 
to bless Africa and to accompany 
us on our journey to win for her 
Son souls of this vast Continent. 
The time finally came for us to 
bid farewell to Paris. We shall 
certainly always remember our 
stay there as one of the highlights 
of our journey. But we were very 
eager to reach our goal—our sec- 
ond Native Land—Africa! After 
saying “aurevoir” to our dear Sis- 
ters in Paris, we boarded the train 
for Marseille and passed over the 
hills and valleys of France. It was 
seven in the morning when the 
train entered the city. Again we 
found our Sisters waiting for us. 
On arriving at the convent we 
were given the usual kind welcome. 
We felt privileged indeed to be 
members of such a wonderful big 
family as the White Sisters. 
Two days later our happiness 
knew no bounds, for our boat sailed 
at noon for Africa! Again we 
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found ourselves on board a ship. 
As we left the harbor, we saw 
Notre Dame de la Garde standing 
high above the Mediterranean to 
bless each boat that comes or goes. 
We asked her special blessing on 
this, the last part of our journey 
towards our Promised Land. 

The Mediterranean was very blue 
and very calm. The sun was shin- 
ing and the waves glinted in its 
light, as we seemed to glide over 
the waves. It was about twenty- 
four hours later when we caught 
our very first glimpse of Africa. 
Our excitement then knew no 
bounds. We could not take our 
eyes off that piece of land project- 
ing out of the sea. As the ship 
approached, we could make out the 
buildings clustered among the 
green hills; and it immediately re- 
minded us of the picture of Our 
Lady of Africa, with the buildings 
of Algiers in the background. We 
stood at the deck rail spellbound 
as the ship made its way into the 
harbor. Here, at last was Africa. 

It did not take long for us to 
have our papers checked. We 
walked down the gangplank for 
the last time on this journey and 
almost with awe put our feet for 
the first time on African soil. 
Again our Sisters met us. As we 
drove through the streets of Al- 


giers, we saw the Arab women 
wrapped in what looked like sheets, 
with their faces veiled, and the men 
with a red fez and flowing white 
robes. When we reached the out- 
skirts of the city, the scenery was 
simply entrancing. As we drove 
up the palm shaded roads to our 
Motherhouse we marvelled at the 
beauty God gave to Africa—the 
deep green fields, interspersed with 
a rich brown seen nowhere else, 
and in the background the mysteri- 
ous purple tinted Kabyle Moun- 
tains. 

No one can imagine the wonder- 
ful welcome we received at St. 
Mary’s. At last we were at home 
with our new Mother and all the 
young Sisters from the different 
countries. The highlight of the 
day, though, was when we met 
Reverend Mother General. To our 
great surprise, she knew each one 
of us and inquired about all the 
Sisters. novices and postulants. She 
is so kind and we felt immediately 
at ease with her. We also had the 
jov of meeting the other Mothers 
of the General Council. They are 
all most charming. 

How happy we are to be in Af- 
rica and to be Missionaries. With 


Our Lady’s help we hone to win 
many souls for our dear Lord. 
Sr. JOANNELLA, W.S. 
a 
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AFRICA AT LAST 


MISSIONARY TRAINING BEGINS 


After making Profession in their respective countries, Sisters 
from our seven novitiates gather at the Motherhouse for a year of 
special mission training in order to prepare themselves for their 
future apostolate. 

Here we see our young Americans arriving at the Motherhouse, 
near Algiers. The enthusiastic welcome they receive from their fu- 
ture companions makes them feel at home at once. 

Their first visit is to the Basilica of Our Lady of Africa, over- 
looking the blue Mediterranean, where they place their Missionary 
career, in the hands of our Blessed Mother. The figure in the door- 
way is that of an Arab woman who, though Moslem, has great con- 
fidence in “Lala Mirium” as they call Mary. Note the resemblance in 
the costume of the woman and the Habit of the White Sisters. 
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Our quartet find a sing song the best way of introducing themselves 
to the others. 
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But the next day work 
begins in earnest in the 
dispensary, hospital and 
school room. 
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The African setting of the Motherhouse garden is favorable for a 


few quiet moments of recollection, when more than ever the Sisters realize 
the great privilege of being called to the service of God as missionaries. 
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Studying native art is very interesting for the more serious minded... 
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All work and no play makes Jack a dull boy, they say. The same 

can be applied to our young White Sisters. Each day brings them nearer 

their goal ... work in the African missions. 
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IS IT HARD? 


The White Sisters Say "No” 


“Sister, is it hard being a White 
Sister?” 

How many anxious mothers 
have asked this question in such a 
tone of voice as to demand the real 
truth. 

“We have heard,” they say, 
“that the rule of the White Sisters 
is extremely severe, and that life in 
the missionfield is very difficult 
...and God is calling my daughter 
to lead such a life.” 

To answer these anxieties of a 
mother’s heart, let us ask the vet- 
erans of the missionfield them- 
selves, who have already spent ten, 
twenty, even thirty years or more, 
living precisely according to the 
rule under the sky of Algeria, Tu- 
nisia, the Sahara, West or Equa- 
torial Africa. 

“Our life is that of a religious,” 
they would tell you, “who has 
chosen to live poorly in time so as 
to bring others, to a participation 
in Life Everlasting. Our life is 
20 


that of a Missionary who accepts 
the price of being ‘all to all’ for the 
love of God. because He loved all 
and shed His Precious Blood for 
the salvation of all mankind.” 

It is true, conditions might be 
difficult and the climate trying for 
some. Others will find scope for 
their zeal in the long and tiring 
walks they may be expected to 
make; in the contact of all kinds 
of different mentalities and tribal 
customs; in the patience needed 
to teach turbulent youngsters; in 
the care of the sick and the odors 
of the victims of leprosy; in the 
pain it is to see those who are un- 
willing to give up some lesser joy 
of paganism to receive the Fullness 
of all joy, which is Christ. A White 
Sister’s life is stripped of all ego- 
tism, and in it, she finds the super- 
abundance of joy that was prom- 
ised to those who left all things for 
Jesus’ sake. 

Mothers are inclined to see only 
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the difficult side of the life of a 
White Sister and are unmindful of 
the joy and satisfaction it is to be a 
missionary. 

This time it is a young girl who 
aske: “Sister, is it really hard to be 
a White Sister?” 

She is young and eager, and the 
prospect of fatigue, or the sleep 
she will take on a hard bed, do 
not frighten her. She has already 
been considering for a long time a 
missionary career that almost bor- 
ders on the heroic. 

When God makes her feel His 
call, He does not intend that she 
pass it by lightly. Ohno, He is in 
earnest. 

Let us say she has heard and 
understood, and is willing to go 
wherever He leads. 

But before she will be ready to 
throw herselif into active labor on 
the missionfield, she will first have 
to subject herself to a period of 
training and probation: this is the 
postulate and novitiate which she 
might find both difficult and tedi- 
ous. During it she will learn, that 
after her vows and for all her life, 
she will be subject to the rule and 
the dictates of obedience, and to 
all the restraints of community life. 


“Let him who wishes to be per= 


fect, renounce himself, take up his 
cross daily and follow Me.” So 
spoke the first and greatest of all 
Missionaries. 

It is by being “obedient for us 
unto death: even to the death on 
the cross” that God saved the 
world, and to this day, no better 
means has been found to further 
the work of redemption. 

To be a missionary, then, is to 
follow in the same footsteps as Our 
Master. 


It is to make freely, and in full 
understanding, a total oblation of 
one’s self to God; which while 
being the greatest possible gift man 
can offer to his Creator, also adds 
weight and merit to all his ‘works 
in making them efficacious to ob- 
tain the salvation of souls, for, 
“unless the grain of what fall into 
the ground and die it remains 
alone. But if it die, it brings forth 
much fruit.” There is no doubt 
about it—the life of a missionary 
is hard, but with a severity one 
cannot understand or appreciate 
until one has tasted of it and found 
that it is sweet. It is a joyous 
liberation, a gratifying rebirth to 
better things, a serene peace which 
one finds at the bottom of the pit 
after one has found the courage to 
take the decisive, final plunge—the 
reward of those whose trust and 
love for God is greater than their 
fear of the unknown. 

It is the hundred-fold which 
Christ has promised, and of one 
can understand, a great deal more, 
too. It is the daily bread of a 
missionary, his roof overhead, the 
clothes he wears—but more: it is 
the marvelous gift and opportunity 
to make of one’s life, as trivial and 
unimportant as it may seem, an 
cflering that will  efficaciously 
contribute to the Greater Honor 
and Glory of God, the salvation of 
souls, while procuring one’s own 
sanctification into Life Everlast- 
ing. 

If the life of a White Sister is 
hard, naturally speaking, it merits 
to be lived and proved by the val- 
iant and generous . .. who super- 
naturally speaking will not find it 
hard. 

A White Sister 
21 
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I don’t know why most boys 
think girls aren’t up to them, do 
you: Of course Jesus was a boy— 
we don’t mind that. Our Lady was 
a girl anyway, and we’re proud of 
that. Then, Jesus chose Apostles 
to found His Church—all men 
still, it’s grand to read the Gospel 
and find that some of those who 
trumped up best friends to Jesus 
were women. There was St. Mary 
Magdalen, you know. After Jesus 
had forgiven her she followed HIM 
so faithfully that even when all the 
men ran away she remained to the 
end. And then there are the Holy 
Women who followed Jesus, the 
Gospel says, and cared for His 
needs. Now, that’s the point I’d 
like to make strong. A girl can 
loves Jesus and follow Him just as 
well as any boy. Of course, there’s 
one thing a girl can’t do nd that is, 
be a priest—but, here’s the next 
best thing:: be a missionary. 
Both boys and girls can manage 
that. 

WHAT IS IT TO BE A MIS- 
SIONARY? It is to love Jesus so 
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much that one can “leave all 
things to follow” HIM closely and 
bear all things to make HIM loved. 
Think of the Holy Women in the 
Gospel again. To follow Jesus they 
had to leave their homes—and to 
provide for His needs they had to 
overcome many a difficulty. They 
didn’t mind though, because they 
loved Jesus so much. They were 
missionaries. 

The lovely thing is that any girl 
now, could do for Jesus what the 
Holy Women did then. Because 
you know, although Jesus went 
back to Heaven at the Ascension, 
He’s still with us on earth. Jesus 
is in the Blessed Sacrament and he 
is in all living beings—you remem- 
ber how He said: “What you do 
to the least of mine, you do it unto 
Me”? That means that whatever 
we do to somebody else it’s like 
doing it to Jesus. Missionaries 
realize that and all their life goes 
in caring for Jesus, and the best of 
it is, girls can be missionaries too. 
Have you ever thought of it? Being 
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Little black babies invite you 


a Missionary? A White Sister? 
Doing as the Holy Women—leav- 
ing home—not so bad really, when 
we have Jesus to live with. In each 
convent there’s a tabernacle! It is 
thrilling, in fact, to discover that 
Jesus always gets there first, when 
one has to move from one place to 
another. And then, the life in Af- 
rica: the glorious sun and dancing 
palms—but above all, Jesus, wait- 
ing there to be cared for. 


Jesus, in the little black babies, 
poor, neglected, unthought-of; 


Jesus, in the children waiting to 
be taught; 
Jesus, in the sick, helpless, suf- 
fering, abandoned; 
Jesus, in the pagans; 
Jesus, in the Christians; 
Jesus, in the native Sisters, wish- 
ing to be trained; 
Jesus, everywhere asking for at- 
tention—for comfort. 
Jesus is so little known, so little 
loved in Africa, wouldn’t you like 
to do something for HIM? 


Grand to think a girl can love 
Jesus, and follow Jesus, and serve 
Jesus too. Even if she can’t hold 
His Sacred Body in the Host, she 
can tend His suffering body in the 
poor that throng Africa. 

If she can’t say the life-giving 
words of Consecration, she can 
teach little black boys and girls 
the way to Heaven. Wouldn’t you 
like to love Jesus so much so as to 
spend all your life caring for HIM? 
Wouldn’t you like to help Blackies 
to know, love and serve God and 
be happy with HIM for ever? 

You could do all that if you be- 
came a White Sister. Somehow, 
since I am one, I don’t mind so 
much being a girl. 


Moruer Marie or CARTHAGE 


fiat, BP uatiaes 


“Vocation. This is the significant word which springs to our lips 
as we think of those girls and women who voluntarily renounce matri- 
mony to consecrate themselves to a higher life of contemplation, sacri- 


fice and charity. 


It is the word that fits such a noble sentiment. 


This 


vocation, this loving call, makes itself heard, in many different ways, 
as many as the infinite variety of accents in which the divine voice may 
speak: irresistable invitations, affectionate and repeated promptings, 
gentle impulses.” 
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In order to facilitate the renezeal of your Sub- 
scription you will find enclosed a blank. 

PLEASE DON’T WAIT. 

RENEW YOUR SUBSCRIPTION TO- 
DAY. 

It «ill help our Sisters to keep on doing God's 
work among the Africans. 

We ceill ask Our Lady of Africa to obtain 
for you and your dear ones the choicest bless- 
ings of her Divine Son during the Marian Year. 
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Karema 90% Catholic. The di- 
ocese of Karema is situated in the 
very heart of Africa, near Lake 
Tanganika. It was erected as a 
Vicariate exactly 75 years ago. At 
present, out of a total population 
of about 175,000 there are 115,000 
Catholics and 12,000 catechumens 
under instruction. Against this, 
there are about 3,000 Protestants 
and some 4,000 Moslems. The 
others are pagans, but most of 
these go to church or to the Cathe- 
cist’s prayer meetings every Sun- 
day and rare are those who refuse 
to be baptized in danger of death. 
It can be safely said that nearly 
90% of the population of the 
Diocese abstain from work and go 
to Mass on Sundays. 

Twenty-five African Priests 
share the work of the White 
Fathers in the Diocese. The school 
staff comprises twenty-three Afri- 
can professed Sisters while four- 
teen novices and eighty postulants 
are being initiated into the re- 
ligious life by the White Sisters. 

* * * 


Grail Team Embark. \liss Alice 
McCarthy of Brooklyn and Miss 
Josephine Drabek of Chicago will 
serve as Grail lay mission team in 
Uganda, East Africa. At the in- 


vitation of the African Bishop, 
Most Rev. Joseph Kiwanuka, 
W.F., they will help to develop a 
lay mission movement among the 
young women of his diocese of 
Masaka. They will begin by estab- 
lishing a secondary school and 
giving courses in home economics 
and homestead gardening. 
* * * 

Two New Missions for the White 
Sisters. At last, the White Sisters 
are now at Mkulwe, in Tanganika 
territory, where the people have 
been pleading for them since the 
past fifteen years. The White 
Fathers count on their help to edu- 
cate the girls and nurse the sick 
and thus lead the Wakulwe to Géd. 

Three other Sisters were wel- 
comed by the White Fathers at 
Ilondola in Northern Rhodesia. 
They will also take care of the edu- 
cational, medical, and social serv- 
ice works which will help to con- 
vert the Africans of this region. 

* * * 


African Sisters take over another 
mission. The White Sisters were 
happy to leave their well estab- 
lished mission of Mpala, in the 
Belgian Congo, where they have 
been laboring for the salvation of 
souls since 1898, to the African 
Sisters of St. Joseph. 
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Many of our readers have expressed their admiration for the 
doings at the African Lay Apostolate Congress which was held in 
Uganda and given by Sister Andre du Sacre Coeur in our last Number. 
Thinking it would please them to learn more about it, we are giving 


the following details by Sr. Mary 


Those who are conversant with 
the Catholic History of Uganda 
realize how fitting it was that this 
Congress should have taken place 
in Uganda, at the outset of the 
Marian Year, for Uganda owes her 
faith to Our Lady. It was because 
the first White Fathers consecrated 
the country to the Immaculate 
Heart of Mary and promised to 
give every Mission Station one of 
her titles, that the Faith was im- 
planted, took root and flourished. 
Where 75 years ago there was not 
a single Catholic, today the country 
contains over 1,172,000 Catholics 
and over 46,000 catechumens out 
of an estimated population of 54 
million inhabitants. But this im- 
planting of the Faith cost the 
Church what it does always cost 
her, “the blood of martyrs”; so it 
is equally fitting that Blessed 
Charles Lwanga, leader of that 
faithful band should have been 
chosen by Our Holy Father as Pa- 
tron of the Lay Apostolate in Af- 
rica for from the day of his con- 
version tll that of his martyrdom, 
his main interest in life was the 
protecting of youth in the person 
of the King’s pages from the evil 
practices of a pagan court. His 
heroic death by slow torture re- 
sulted in a generous response from 
his compatriots, for within a year 
of his death hundreds had become 
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Bride. 


Catholics and many more still were 
under instruction at the risk of 
their lives. 

The Conferences naturally 
turned on African Questions of 
vital importance today and during 
the Forums at which not only offi- 
cial delegates, but also interested 
outsiders could assist in the meas- 
ure of space available, Africans 
were pressed to bring up their point 
of view, to discuss any difficulties 
they could see in the path of Cath- 
olic Action and to say what means 
should be taken to further the Lay 
Apostolate in Africa. 

From the points brought for- 
ward it was evident that young 
Catholic Africa is conscious of its 
responsibilities and very keen to 
take its place in the leadership of 
the country today and to help Af- 
rica to become a truly Christian 
continent. Many pointed out that 
Catholicism is a stumbling-block 
to advancement, to success as the 
world sees it, to the obtaining of 
high places in Government employ. 
Yet, if Africa is to be saved, Cath- 
olics must succeed in obtaining re- 
sponsible positions everywhere. 


Mr. Douglas Hyde solved that 
problem by pointing out that Cath- 
olics can and ought to take the 
lead as they and they alone had 
something, the only thing really 
That to ob- 


worth while to offer. 
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tain leadership they had first of all 
to be animated with the spirit of 
enthusiasm, to be prepared to sac- 
rifice position and comfort in or- 
der to be trained to lead their fel- 


low men. They must not sit at 
home theorizing, but go out among 
their fellow workers, find the point 
of contact and translate into ac- 
tion the theory they had learned; 
but they had to give something 
which would satisfy the receiver 
as well as give satisfaction to them- 
selves. They had to give up cheer- 
fully where necessary, lucrative em- 
ployment and spend themselves 
and be spent for the benefit of 
their country. He reminded the 
audience that Catholics had what 
Communists can never have, God 
on their side. Our Lady was there 
to protect them; so their eventual 
success was assured. 


Quite a number of African wom- 
en were delegates and took part in 
the Forum, “Women and the Fam- 
ily,” presided over by St. M. Andre 
du S. Coeur of the White Sisters 
whose work for the rehabilitation 
of the African women in French 
Africa makes her an authority on 
how to help the African women. 
Here the need for change in local 
cvstom was stressed and the Af- 
rican women delegates begged for 
help in the training of their compa- 
triots to be leaders who would ob- 
tain better home conditions, better 
social conditions and more respon- 
sibility for the African woman and 
girl. It was pointed out that a 
great deal of the efforts made to 
educate the African girl would re- 
main sterile as long as local cus- 
tom held its women in subjection 
allowing them no say in the home, 


no part in the deciding of their own 
and their children’s future. 

Another point stressed was the 
loneliness, the “out of it” feeling of 
African students overseas. Several 
addresses were supplied to help 
Africans going abroad to contact 
the right people and Mr. Hyde 
gave a very convincing proof that 
the apparent coldness of the aver- 
age Englishman should not be put 
down to mere snobbery as unfor- 
tunately it often is, but to a by no 
means laudable custom which pre- 
vents him greeting strangers before 
they have been introduced. He 
illustrated this assertion by the 
following story: “I once travelled 
from the South of England to the 
North with only one man in the 
compartment with me. We never 
said a word to each other, but just 
as the men was getting out at a 
station near Newcastle he turned 
to me and said, ‘Are you D. Hyde, 
Sir?’ ‘Yes, I am.’ ‘May I shake 
hands, Sir, I’ve wanted to for over 
five years.’ He then jumped out 
onto the platform as the train 
started moving to leave the sta- 
tion.” 


This Congress has brought home 
to the Africans that the pattern of 
Africa is being determined now; 
that it is up to them to decide what 
it will be; that they and they alone 
will decide it; that it will entail 
hard work, self-sacrifice and above 
all, perseverance; that to obtain 
God’s blessing they must work in 
conjunction with the clergy and 
allow themselves to be guided over 
the stiles for the Hierarchy have 
the grace to see higher and far- 
ther; that they must not be mere 
armchair philosophers, that even 
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where they are a minority they can, 
if well-trained and enthusiastic, 
move the masses; that they must 
go among men, find out what they 
have in common, discover the point 
of contact and so pass on their 


knowledge and holiness. They 
must learn to formulate ideas and 
translate them into action, then 
pass them on to small groups or 
large audiences as the need arises. 

Above all, it was made clear that 
the Faith had to be carried into 
non-Christian and non-Catholic 
organizations and communities by 
Catholics getting themselves ap- 
pointed to responsible positions in 
Trade Unions, on the Staff of 
newspapers, in Social Organiza- 
tions and the like. To do this the 
Catholics had to be really efficient 
and reliable so that where two 
candidates presented themselves 
for a position the one Catholic and 
the other not, the Catholic would 
be chosen. 

The enthusiasm shown by the 


African delegates proved that the 
first quality needed in the Lay 
Apostolate was to be found in 
abundance and all that remained 
to be done was to direct and de- 
velop it so that Africa would 
through the intercession of Our 
Lady and helped on by the patron- 
age of Blessed Charles Lwanga be- 
come a really Catholic Continent, 
where peoples of all races, color 
and nationalities give to the world 
a shining example of the Brother- 
hood of Christ. The Catholic Lay 
Apostles have a hard task ahead 
for hundreds of their fellow-coun- 
trymen are being trained in Russia 
to spread Commmnist doctrines 
abroad. Africa will have to train 
thousands of Lay Apostles to 
spread Christ’s doctrines and in so 
doing save not only herself but the 
whole world. The obvious vitality 
of young Catholic Africa and its 
aliveness to present needs as shown 
at the Congress gives assurance 
that she will fulfill her mission. 


THE DAMIEN DUTTON SOCIETY 


The Damien Dutton Society is celebrating its tenth anniversary. 
This Society was founded by Mr. Howard Crouch to give help and relief 
to victims of the dreadful disease of leprosy. During the war Mr. 
Crouch was stationed at the Army base in Jamaica. One Sunday after- 
noon the Chaplain asked him if he would like to visit the leprosarinm 
located on the outskirts. Mr. Crouch consented and was greatly im- 
pressed by the care and devotion of the Marist Missionary Sisters for 
their patients, all suffering from leprosy. 

On returning home, Mr. Crouch enlisted the help of his friends 
to found this society which is dependent on ecclesiastic authority. It 
also enjoys the approbation of the National Society for the Propagation 
of the Faith. As time passed the circle grew and so did its field of 
action. Numerous now are the leprosy patients that are being assisted 
through its efforts in all corners of the world. 

It is the ardent desire of the Founder that the Society will expand 
in order to be of assistance to all leprosy victims. We like to think our 
readers will help to make his charitable dream come true by joining 
the Damien Dutton Society. For further information apply to: 

Mr. Howarp Croucn, 348 Comstock Street, New Brunswick, N. J. 


oe fo ater am ies Se RE a ha San ae ae et. > ~ * eS | 
; ‘ : a ee ee cea Be et a eee A i st 
Tne ° a ae ae dh ae. a a a ae fe ak 
) ; 
§ a a ems Se ae & 44 ae 
rh a naar | ca Mie 


IS IT TODAY? 


That day, my companion and I were 
wending our way along the dusty highway 
towards the town. The sun was shining, 
and in spite of the earliness of the hour, 
it was already very hot. 


However, the scene I saw before me 
prevented me from thinking of my weari- 
ness: on the right were green vineyards; 
on the left there were flower gardens, and 
beyond them could be seen the thatched 
roofs of a thousand humble dwellings rising 
among the verdure of the olive and fig- 
trees; and ahead there was the sea, the 
blue sea, like an untroubled mirror beneath 
the cloudless sky. 


As I walked I repeated in a low voice 
the words of the Prophet: “All ye works 
_of the Lord, praise Him.” 


Suddenly my pious reverie was broken 
off: it was an old man bowed with age 
and clad in pure white “burnous” (cloak) 
who was addressing us: 


“Ts it today that you are coming to our 
house?” 


“To your house?” 
“Yes, to our house.” 
“Why, grandfather? Where do you live?” 


“Look over there . . . Do you see the 
huts of our village? Well, no one visits us 
to care for our sick and to instruct our 
children! 


“T am the sheik of this village; I have 
many daughters and several sons. The 
eldest are married and I have been a 
grandfather for many years. 


“Every day I see the Sisters going to 
B... and to M... but they never, never 
come to us... Is it today that you are 
at last coming to see us?” 


“Poor grandfather, it is impossible for 
us to come today.” 


“Come with me, come now. You will 
find shelter in my house and my wife will 
prepare dinner for you. My daughters will 
wait on you and you will see my grand- 
children. You will realize that I have 
spoken the truth. Come with me, this is 


the way. An hour’s walk, no more; it is 
quite near! 


“It is impossible, grandfather. We can’t 
go today. Our Superior has sent us to town 
on business. When we get back to the 
house, I will tell her of your wish, and later 
we shall see what can be done.” 


The poor old man shook his head un- 
believingly. 


“Later, later! Always later! Meanwhile 
our little boys are growing into men and 
our girls are growing up in ignorance, while 
in the village of B... the children go to the 
Sisters’ house and learn to work and to be 
well-behaved, etc. They are helpful to their 
parents, courteous and well mannered. 
Why not today? Why always later?” 


As the old man went off down the side 
road to his village, and we continued on 
our way towards the town, I could still 
hear him repeating, “Why not today?” 


Why? ... Because there are not enough 
workers in the harvest fields of the com- 
mon Father . because our resources are 
insufficient to maintain so many proj- 
ects ... because... 


As we were going home in the evening, 
we passed along the same dusty road, and 
the setting sun was gilding all the country- 
side. But this time it was no longer the 
Prophet’s words that rose from the heart 
to my lips, but those of the Master Him- 
self 


The vineyards brought to mind the 
parable of the laborers, and the swaying 
sea of golden corn around the little huts 
seemed like a figure of the “Whitening 
harvests” evoked by Jesus in the days of 
yore. 


Lest the little ones die unbaptized, and 
the children grow without hearing the 
divine Word, and the dying depart without 
the hope of a better life, pray my friends, 
“Pray ye therefore the Lord of the Harvest 
that He will send forth laborers into His 
harvest, and that we may soon be able to 
say to all: ‘It is today that we are coming 
to see you.’” 


—Sr. Mary, W.S. 
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One day our Founder, Cardinal 
Lavigerie, was addressing a group 
of ladies devoted to the cause of 


the missions. “In feudal times,” 
he said, “when a great Lord was 
called upon to fight for his sov- 
ereign, if he were unwilling to go, 
he sent, at his expense, one of his 
vassals to fight in the wars in his 
stead. Today, in this whiterobed 
Pacific army of Christ, conditions 
are similar: you, whose duties keep 
you at home, you can send your 
proxy who, in your place, will fight 
in the battles of the King of kings 
and advance the standard of the 
Cross even to the heart of “dark- 
est Africa’.” 

May we not apply these words 
of our Founder to you who, per- 
haps, long to go on the Mission- 


field but are kept at home by cir- 
cumstances? For you too can send 
your proxy, and since it will be by 
your means that she can go, you, 
one day will share her reward. 
When the day of reckoning will 
come, the Searcher of hearts will 
say to you: “Come ye blessed of 
My Father, for I was a leper and 
you cared for Me, I was ignorant 
and you instructed Me, sorrowful 
and you comforted Me.” Then 
will you say to Him: “Lord, 
when did we see Thee a leper and 
cared for Thee, ignorant and in- 
stricted Thee sorrowful and com- 
forted Thee?” And He will surely 
answer: “Amen, amen I say to you. 
whatever you did, through your 
proxy, to the least of these My 
brethren, you did it unto Me.” 


Missionary 
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y| by Proxy 
DURING THE MARIAN YEAR 


Many are those who are wondering 
how they can best honor our Blessed 
Mother during this year dedicated to her 
Immaculate Conception. 


WHY NOT GIVE HER SOULS in or- 
der that she may present them to her 
Divine Son? 


Be a missionary by send- 
ing your proxy to reap the 
harvest of souls in Africa! 
Your White Sister will 
ever remember you in her 
prayers. 

$ la day 
$ 25 a month 
$250 a year 


i 
a | 
White Sisters 


319 Middlesex Ave. 
Metuchen, N. J. 


Dear Sisters: 


Please find enclosed $_.. to support a White Sister on the 
African Mission field. 


NAME 
Ee a 


Pome seem Se SR eee hc Ue A ee ee Oy i oe 
ft Z 
} / age 
7 -< Si tice” ; 
RL if 
= ; c= a 
Cn ee 
L) Shoes 
2 Sa 
a. ae 
a =. : 
‘ » 5 ae 
\ . \ ra c 
oe ; 
‘ ee es 
a wei s 
i e | 
j z j ae 4 q = r by 
) iy ag 
Fe ; 
- a ee ; 


Missionary Sisters of Our Lady of Africa 


ene a Re i ie i ee ee 
os re i 
aye Asi =. 
x oS Re. alle ae 
= | 
= f ‘ alll 4 
. f m whee ch. 
‘ —=— 
; “ 
& 
x q 
; j ’ 
‘ ‘ \ al 
4 {ee 
" ‘ - “J \ 
~~ ewer © 
: - , 
£ , - = 
[ -— \ ¢ 
j F 2 =. ’ 
5 \' Wa ; “ai “ing A : \ 
ae ; 
ee ' \ 
; ’ ’ 
? ‘ 
J f ; 7 
ry | ‘ , s 
; Os. ae * w By 
a 


pee 
2, 
24 


ti 
Lae 


~ a cee 
| a ioe a oe £ Pe Sa J eee a = 
ee r ag eo Ren a i aes eee Ec ACR cs oo 
oF Fi 4 “7 i ar - se e ee Re 3 ee ae 
sa: oS a Ree yes We aa ae a Bo ee mars oo. ee Er sea % 
, ne ae oe sree” Ry ae eos ae ae Fe oes pce ee 
‘ Ve: a 1S ash tae 7 gall —s oo a Se 
‘ ag ee OES AS aa ee cc ees ye : DS ei ae : 
s ‘ 7 i. ea. Pee > a a8 L ey aes ar Bre 3 = Se ae a ape steht ie re 
fa ae e. es wesc circ Se au is oe a a ee 
. Z i en oa oe ie ae. es BR Soe hy Bere) dere” 
ng Bie Bae aes age pe ae oe i ee Poo, ae var 
We) eae ger ae fa | ie ane Le i ee eet age a ae oe 5 — 
sl f ’ nk. es oe EE ee eee 1g tem ea" nae 
: i j 2 | | me 4 2 = ee a = here eis ancil ‘ 
if _— - oe C oNe Ee Se sae 
: a Bh a ee) ee ee ee fe — : 
ee oe <a _ oe | an ae oie e oe ee OF a0. hie : oda re x c 
Preah cages a a ie. Se ee es —. es — « i 
came an . ae pile a ae levee e y iek (a ee ae bia : 
fea Cas ay, aa i eg a oe aie Kine |S ere one Pe in ae “4 - | 
aah es a ee | ee Cee ae — ee J . | 
| a re .— oo. ee sgl a ee we ; 
| . . ha ee ae eee Bie ae. ‘* . Bea, 
: — . 5 ae ae. ee Ne tie? Naina ee ees Pre  a= ae - 
lh a a Oe eos Bo Tain oe espe get” uremeiaiads.. a. . Z 
sey he Se Pe re [a | pe ee a ‘ Bee a a | 
si id aoa ale aie a ee, on Boe eae ic ewes: ire Ae 
: : “ee ag re eee a 2 oa ee W py uy 2 
reer tee eee care a. et as a ne ee eee ee i: 
eee : TE ae Se Eo eve Co aay a Lan : / i 
ee etic sas Oe er eae —_ a fe: : | | | 
‘ a ee eo ee ge ;. Bee a oe se i | a } 
re Se en ie eee Ue: | ae ene Nis oe ele eal eats — ae ae | 
F ‘ae nae —. sae pee 6 _, Re ea oa ; 
oe a i ‘ee eee jatar : 
aes EE - 7: ae ae mre 2) oe: nega i a a | 
“the So aaa - Voy =: ee ee a i Pid ay) a Se a eae od : 5 | 
ae ee a i . 
ae ee? . uuere © Sy he a = eee Bee ae a ' 
he eet a ee ae se. he Me air et el Berea Earns bi) ee =< 
eae ee ie ei cee haip” Rigmg ces e Foae SL eget Ss ae 
ee ae Se? ao i a Oc ane ae eee ee ices: 
on ts ee ae Sy oh, ee ee ge boa teat. “ene i. : : 
— ee nea se ane, ee Bis faa ip ai aes he ae Behe Hi 
gia < a ms ae: ae 5: ae petal Dean ae Rakes, ae Bs a 3 sei 
? ae i ey i 2 ae ae Rat as pena | pied ci cae) ry a, = © : : 
tone “pale f Pe er ae ee oe a ON 
| Lae Risk: aaa se Var se ee He Ee tS” See He ia 
p Re ee “eee ae a ee fe scree Ma hse eee et ae 
a ga i cae a A ees. i 4 
We eee es ceca Pe a a ae ra coos ee ee oe 4 a 
ne poe Sd emis Se ee aes CO) ae ee 
a oo os ee ee To i ee 
BGs e NN er ag ee a ye ee < 
ae a a oy eo ee sete Dates! aan _ ; 4. 
ae Q ore re Pee iss ads ae Begs : ea) by of iste. Neen 
: gee = sole 3 aa i ae aM a 2 = + ee : ree 
Ne as eis tages ae 2 aon as a ee i ie ae ce nie 
Pa Os Bi ae ane oe Aran: in oy aes eae Rta i ee ‘ig eee abigeeinc 
: oie. is es ae - te mere. 7 a oe aes = 
# om . eee ee iy pe ee vie eh ‘eee Ge 
! % ao ert = perigee. Pee anh eee Bees: a Ate 
{ y SNe Tags 7 Ra ra ae 20 oT ete ie = ow 
ee ee -" 
ee pa ay catty Ser oc ge Saar Pe ee | . 
_ . i i ea eee a 7 ee Se ie eid eee ae a ae - v6 
ee ee ae aS Pe ee ee ee ee ; 
a 2 oe : . ole Se ante a Se oe oe a ae ‘sito 
aes Ne ee ea ; et ee ae Bear hale Oe wea re ee 
¥ ao a ee 1 a 2 | eal Vig ae ce ta — a 
| ie a es ag i eh i a ap 
oe eae ay A See coke beet Se rear: , ae ie , @ - : 
< - tad Ag a =| oo een a pene : Pee 
; ee a i Sp lt ee palin eli eat oe, ee: we . ‘ 
we i re ail ee ree BH a Ce ¥ : 
ae a ae eas ere gree os ip : At Brae ee fuse aly oe 8 iz : Gl Aah ook 
a oe . 3 aol gin Ge Che. ae oR ok ia ae hae. ’ : 
: x a mie. Psa 8 ty, a. ae = Pde es Se eae 
r 2 ee fhe SS deiemers: % “Ta ae Pee a es oui. Z os, 5 es . a j eo 
25 eae ae: aaiae a ee ee ce a oe 7 , : 
fe a as) ae rele as ae ee te beg eae aa eel ae - 3 
a ‘gaa ant reas. fs es (ae ea re ce. Se, ee i aes a bi ae ae a Fe 
de a Poe eee a ey new! ae oan ee : J | : 
; 3 ie a oS ee oe oe a ae es a - 4 
ea Bs. ie ee ae} ee ee ee i ih Lele a ae : eee eS ; : 
eee ge Vie oe hes ce a, ae —— ot | | | 
nS i ee ae 4 a A ae eee Se aa Ned ee Le ee: oS * 
Bs eee ON pe a se ae en ec ty gee tte ee a a ee 7 | 
e. Teen dg aes SAN hi ane a. oe : wa | 
: eet * an el et ane A gM cE a ae ee ie a.” ie. 
y Ba Se eee rit gh i ean bite “eer, heel re ae 2. ee “a 
| ni eG 8 ae ee i. a ee ie oh Peeps 
| oo De pa aa A Ree a ee gee - 2 aoe ee 2 Oe ae aes Me He i 
re ce, oa a ees ee ae . oC Foe — i 
ao He, ns aa ce ae a _- i | | 
| — er, ing? ae ee ae i ee ea, bs Eg 
ae a gee Me ee re “of goa ae isis 
e ei le ee eee as i, ee 7 ee: * eee ee he i | | 
2 ek Le Re BE ef iy ce ei alee, ° Samia Hebei es ry ye " es 
ae aoe Rae oto = nae ‘eal ae 3 —r it Se : : 
4) coe. ae i 2 ee “i a eee at Rg  - a Le 
24 toy , mas ae ba ey. eae ve tht ik om eA eset Net Co ae | 
ap a Re at te ee Pe ena a Pee eS Pigmetie 
@. , fo ie Laie si ae e; ic shale gt Sek, & rae 0). a7 o— 
ae = ee ‘a pape fe 2 a eo ee Mae iy 2” = al Oe byes eS ee ah mee er J 
fecha . ‘on Te ieee eRe yc) a it Ba Bea ca ade! ie Seaeees ie eae 5 len 
ee ge ae fate areas Bi ie a) ee ee oe 7 4 
Se ee ee Bes 2 aepies ae : are, ne Se a Se a we | - 
: - us cs, eer ae eet u Mth oe tao em es 
if a a ae a ae cc Fae Lee ae > 
4 ache i MCs i ae Tet CS > ae 
; Jie eo, See ere ea i ae em ease i eee eee a, oe te 
5 i " — es ee ae oe et 2 a a Gusercer Poe 
ay gia es a Pe ene veh ae ea eae i ane (i ee ae hel aaa ; 
: i: ae po tee an o ne gy ha ee ie et ess ee eer (ee ite 
i oat: eReeN A eae se a eS . 3 Pia = | ~ 
‘ hen oh 0e ae ie. |< PA Gee ie es ™ — fi 3 
a : i ee SB acs Slee igs . — * 2 
i ae t ae ca Ft, SR as aj eet a hae i ee s i i “i aie 
, "Bs ee 7 i. 4 Bee en a en oe ae < ae a 7h 
OF te i, ea fe BC on ee ; a Y ee 1 | 
big oe > ee oe ee oo TI oc = ee = saa 
By ce tea Oe iy Sy ae (an ? > ee ete ie yo aa ae 
| | eee eae ee ee an fo Ey» oo es =i 
Bee SA Fe Sig oe oy Bric Sa ee ae ‘ yon eee aot 
. ‘ Aaa te hi Sa ve (eee. hae, ee 5 MG sae meen 
‘ Bie ih ak dae eo oe Oa) ce i oe me: ae 
we : ein es ee Rie = ee a — eae — = 
ie Be ee a a ee | ie a8 Sa as, tenets a 
aly jo iL oe ie a PRR SER ‘a . a 
ce i Lak os 1 Lane A gee ee ae ae i ahs 
ince aS F sia, of poke eee pater ee ae ee . ae 2 ay 
: ” ae re wae a pia ee Meee aes ae ede a 
uch ee eee 4 i came 7 oink oon aaa aa Sappeen 
ae ua ig anes rn a er . ee 
eae 8 Rhee Oe © aa. ne | ie eee eee 
; as i a, eee epee oe SNE A aii ele "eat al ce tee Sear oe. a P 
; @ De ook eae a5 ae : arabe Tee haope aa rae 7p mci Pee 7 
: ea a es: Pie) eee 3 ie tame ls ee ei ens ’ a 
; Ea? ee i F jie erent) rae ad “ 
; iin co poked me Bk... a" ee eS) Ao | ee ‘3 +. ees 
: ot ae) Lae: nee ees. a |. poke tok) ea i ee eae, sg : 
| | ee ae i a = ec tah Y a. a thes aa ie ie ste ep 
Rims) igs oa (iam Ss ante 1 ae ae eat Sea sa oe ‘a F 
| Pe ail “Oe ig og ae ee it a ‘uae. aurea Oe Manne’ hale ee a aes aaa a i 
Caen a2 ie . a ‘1 nea te ay ae pee) ae hoe : oa ‘ ar ov F 
f Cee ee a: SRS Se ‘ : oes : ; 
i, A 3 ae Go ieee mG, as A ee |e ph es 4 | 
: neh > he aa * per oe a es retina." ee ae oy) ie ee pes 
 S ; w ae ie: ae i Tee ie 
Mi ieee) ae cok. ee eee oe raha coy ae > ae — 2. ee : | 
, Peete. i ihe, S| reso ae eek Pea oe ee: eae re ba PLA one 
a ‘ ee a ee oe eae oi eek ee eye 1 X 
be « oe . | — . oe hea ra OES cower De Ta ee ) 
a £7 eae Pa ice = ee ab” “sila ; | 
rit th ee . eae at ee oe Ba ee Se aes - a ¥ 2 | 
ee ead a es en rent cee. e eta oe fe ‘a eae >, eres Be : ; : 
: eee. 288 ee pee ee eh i, ale oe 
Bees, 5. jaca vee tae ant age eon 2 a ae : | 
ee a ae ee ke A 7 eee ee ee ae 
s ‘a sae i ee ee i aa a ee va > . 
ao Pek: Sa inter Va io a te io. . ee ee ee 
= pe oe Rag. as, Tec : 
eo ee ee yO See Sal ae _ rns Ee phe bs ae ee 
See Jae oo a a eee ey a ay eye 
er 2 en a aad so i ee oS San ae er Se cs - 
: eee TT lo at 7 ‘ee ij a) oa a ” : ° 
3 . are ea ee DNase a Peo ee ee . a oe Lee é ae j 
Oy ee Bry oho), ieeeees sph et adie, > ie ee ae : 
ee 2 ae a ea ae es, ae 1 are te ti oe : 
ee oe Aon eae i Meee eee elie i | tian a ee vue | 
a et eo 4 eh ao) 2 one ' aks eieope na a 
ie ae: eae : Tere a i ect a i 
ee ot ae ir ee a J 


